Infection Prevention and Control

Susceptible host
A person who is potentially
vulnerable to an infection

Infectious agents
Pathogenic (disease-causing)
microbes such as bacteria,
parasites, viruses, or fungi
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the chain
of infection

Portal of entry

Site through which a pathogen

can enter the susceptible host

and cause infection, such as a
urinary catheter
or central line

Reservoirs
Hosts or habitats - such as
humans, animals, or environment
- where infectious
agents live ?
and reproduce
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Mode of transportation

Method or route an organism transfers from
a reservoir to a susceptible host. Can be
directly by touch or aerosolized droplets, or
indirectly by contact with contaminated
surfaces or intermediate vectors.

Portal of exit

Route infectious agents leave the
reservoir. Can be via nose or mouth,
urinary tract, or in blood or other bodily

fluids.
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Ways emergency nurses can break ™ the chain of infection:
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Use appropriate isolation precautions

Advocate for immunizations

Perform correct hand hygiene before and after
patient contact

Assess patient travel and potential exposure history

QUse proper personal protective equipment (PPE) QParticipate in nurse-driven removal of urinary catheters

Clean contaminated objects with appropriate
disinfection and sterilization products

Properly dispose soiled materials in appropriate
receptacles

O Participate in antimicrobial stewardship OEducate patients on infection prevention

This infa sheet is provided for inf
only. ENA is not providing medical adw(e The |nstruct|ons and
information provided hereinis noti dto replace jud t

REFERENCES:

« U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2012). Principles of epidemiology in public health practice, 3rd edition: An
introduction to applied epidemiology and biostatistics. Retrieved from https://www.cdc.gov/ophss/csels/dsepd/ss1978/lesson1/section10.html
« Gordis, L. (2014). Epidemiology (Sth Ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Saunders Elsevier.

EINA]

EMERGENCY NURSES ASSOCIATION
SAFE PRACTICE, SAFE CARE

©2017E Nurses Associati . .
017 Emergency Nurses Association Nursmg Infection

Control Education

510.2017 V1 NETWORK
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